
AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & Clare City Commissioners 

FROM: Diane Lyon, City Clerk 

DATE: April 1, 2021 

RE: *Communications 

 

For the Agenda of April 5, 2021 

 

*Note:  This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered as routine by the City Commission.  

As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all other Consent 

Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be individually discussed, 

in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered and acted upon 

in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City Commission agenda of April 5, 2021. 

 

SOS Press Release: Secretary of State Joslyn Benson presented testimony on March 24, 2021 in 

support of the For the People Act in an effort to protect voting rights. 

 

Certificate of Appreciation: Secretary of State Joslyn Benson presented a Certificate of 

Appreciation for commitment to the election process during an unusual election year. 

 

Eagle Scout Recognition:  The City sent letters of recognition to Josh Camp and Riley Hayer in 

recognition of achieving Eagle Scout status. 

 

Charter Communications: Charter Communications has announced changes to their 

programming services. 

 

LARA Adult Foster Care License Notices: The City received notice that Prestige Place I & II 

have received adult foster care licenses. 

 

FOIA Requests:  The most recent FOIA requests & responses are attached for your information. 

 

CDC Vaccination Info:  The CDC has released updated information on COVID-19 Vaccines and 

other COVID-19 related information and data.  

 

Food Distribution Notice:  The City has received notice that the Greater Lansing FoodBank will 

be sponsoring a drive-through mobile food distribution on April 30, 2021, from 9:00 am-noon, at 

Mid-Michigan Community College, Harrison campus. 

 

Covid Testing Flyers: We’ve received notice of a number of free testing COVID sites & dates 

available for anyone interested in having a test. 

 

FEMA Funeral Assistance: FEMA can provide funeral expense assistance to those who have lost 

a loved one due to the COVID-19 virus. 

 



FEMA Funeral Assistance: FEMA has announced that disaster declarations due to COVID-19 

for 2020 & 2021 are payable at 100% federal funding for eligible costs. 

 

USDA Rural Development Program Summary: The USDA has numerous funding opportunities 

available for Rural Housing and Community Facilities Programs. 

 

Attachments.  As noted above. 
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Diane Lyon

From: Michigan Secretary of State <MISOS@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 11:35 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: NEWS RELEASE: Secretary Benson testifies in front of U.S. Senate Committee on Rules 

and Administration on protecting voting rights

 

 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 24, 2021 
Contact: Tracy Wimmer 
(517) 281-1876 
  
 

  

Secretary Benson testifies in front of U.S. Senate Committee  
on Rules and Administration on protecting voting rights 

 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration this morning in support of the For the People Act and the need to preserve access to 
the vote amid attempts from state legislatures across the nation to roll back recent voting rights 
expansions. 

“While states will always serve as laboratories of democracy, federal minimum standards ensure 
equal protection of every citizen’s right to vote and can prevent attacks on our democracy, both 
foreign and domestic, that take advantage of the uneven patchwork of state laws throughout our 
country,” said Secretary Benson. “This is particularly important when state lawmakers, as we are 
seeing now, choose party over country and pursue legislation that makes it harder for everyone to 
vote.” 

Secretary Benson testified about the success of Michigan’s November election, which saw a record 
5.5 million voters cast ballots and more than 3 million vote absentee, and the importance of the 
citizen-led voting reforms passed in 2018 that helped enable that success. She also spoke about 
the bipartisan support for the widely popular reforms, and the work her administration has done to 
implement them. The For the People Act would codify many of these reforms on a national level and 
safeguard against current and future attempts at voter suppression. 

“History instructs – and the current moment demands – that the United States government once 
again step in and defend democracy against the reprehensible rollback of the right to vote that is 
sweeping our state legislatures,” said Secretary Benson. “This legislation is our best chance to stop 
this rollback and ensure the voice and vote of every citizen – no matter where they live or who they 
vote for – is protected.” 

Read a full copy of her testimony. 

 























The City of Clare is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
 

FOIA Granted in Part 09/13/17   

 

 
 
 
 

March 23, 2021 
 
Hall & Bolles, P.C.  
Attorneys at Law 
300 S. University Ave. 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 
 
Phone: 989-773-0004 
Fax: 989-772-1512 
Email: bbolles@hallandlewis.com 
 
RE: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request Response  
  
Your request for public record(s) under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), dated 
March 15, 2021, and received in this office on March 18, 2021, for the following records is 
acknowledged:  Any and all reports naming Joseph David Huston, Jr. , d/o/b 07/22/97, from June 1, 
2014 through present and any and all reports naming Austin Thomas Huston, d/o/b 06/08/99 from 
January 1, 2017 to present is hereby:  Granted in part.  
 
1.  All non-exempt information is being provided at this time.  Some information has been redacted under 
the provisions of MCL 15.243 Section 13.1(a). 
 
A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (I) year.  
 
The City of Clare’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines and Summary are available for review on our 
website at www.cityofclare.org.  A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.  
 
If your FOIA request has been denied in whole or in part, you may do one of the following at your option:  
 
(1) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel disclosure of the public records or information 

within 180 days after the governmental unit’s final determination to deny your request. If the circuit 
court orders disclosure of all or a portion of the public record or information, you have the right to 
receive reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements.  If the circuit court determines that the 
governmental unit arbitrarily and capriciously denied your request, you also have the right to receive 
punitive damages in the amount of $500.00.  Please see MCL 12.231 et seq. for further information on 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
 

(2) Submit to the City Manager a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and identifies 
the reason(s) for reversal of the denial.  Your appeal should be sent to City of Clare – City Manager, 
202 West Fifth Street, Clare, MI 48617-1490. 
 

 
  Diane Lyon          
 City Clerk & Freedom of Information Coordinator                      
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Diane Lyon

From: Ken Deloian <kdeloian@smartprocure.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 1:45 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: SmartProcure FOIA Request to Clare City For PO/Vendor       Information

Dear Diane Lyon, 

SmartProcure is submitting a FOIA request to the Clare City for any and all purchasing 
records from 12/29/2020 (mm/dd/yyyy) to current. The request is limited to readily available 
records without physically copying, scanning or printing paper documents. Any editable 
electronic document is acceptable. 

The specific information requested from your record keeping system is:  

 1. Purchase order number. If purchase orders are not used a comparable substitute 
is acceptable, i.e., invoice, encumbrance, or check number  

 2. Purchase date 
 3. Line item details (Detailed description of the purchase) 
 4. Line item quantity 
 5. Line item price 
 6. Vendor ID number, name, address, contact person and their email address  

If you would like to let me know what type of financial software you use, I may have report 
samples that help to determine how, or if, you are able to respond. 

Please email or click on the button below to upload the information. There is no file size 
limitation: 

Click Here To Upload  

 

If this request was misrouted, please forward to the correct contact person and reply to this 
communication with the appropriate contact information. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to respond to this email or I can be reached at the 
phone number below in my signature. 

Regards, 

Ken Deloian  
Data Acquisition Specialist  

 

Direct: 561-609-6943  
Email: kdeloian@smartprocure.com 
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Diane Lyon

From: Diane Lyon

Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 2:33 PM

To: 'kdeloian@smartprocure.com'

Subject: RE: RE: SmartProcure FOIA Request to Clare City For PO/Vendor Information

Attachments: AP Report 12-29-20 thru 3-30-21.csv

Thank Mr. Deloian, 

Your request for information is hereby granted.  The requested information is attached. 

Best wishes, 

Diane Lyon 

 

From: kdeloian@smartprocure.com <kdeloian@smartprocure.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 2:09 PM 

To: Diane Lyon <DLyon@cityofclare.org> 

Subject: Re: RE: SmartProcure FOIA Request to Clare City For PO/Vendor Information 

 

Good Afternoon Ms. Lyon, 

 

Thank you for this reply. 

 

I will provide the required information 

below and thank you once more. 

 

Best Regards, 
Ken Deloian 
Data Acquisition Specialist  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify  
that the link points to the correct file and location.  

100 S MILITARY TRL STE 13 

#4968 

DEERFIELD BEACH, FL 33442-9991 

Direct: 561-609-6943 | Fax: 561-609-6928 | Support: 954-420-9900 
Email: kdeloian@smartprocure.com | www.smartprocure.com 
 
 

 

---- On Mar 30, 2021 02:02 PM<dlyon@cityofclare.org> wrote ---- 

Good afternoon Mr. Deloian 

  

Your request for information is incomplete and therefore denied at this time.  As was provided to you via email on 

6/29/2020, 9/29/2020, and 12/29/20 in compliance with MCL Section 15.233(3)(1), the City has specific requirements 

for filing FOIA requests.  A copy of the city’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines are attached for your review.   

  

Sincerely, 

Diane Lyon 

FOIA Coordinator 

  

  





 

The City of Clare is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

March 23, 2021 

 

Donna Post 

General Code 

781 Elmgrove Road 

Rochester NY 14624 

 

P: 585-328-1810 ext. 131 

E: dpost@generalcode.com 

 

RE: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request Response  

  

Your request for public record(s) under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 

dated March 17, 2021, for the following records is acknowledged:   bids/proposals/RFP 

documents provided by Giffels Webster for publication and maintenance of the Clear 

Zoning Code. Copies of codification invoices provided by Giffels Webster for 

supplementation of the ClearZoning Code. 

 
Your request for information is hereby Granted.   

 

The City of Clare’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines and Summary are available for review on 

our website at www.cityofclare.org.   

 

If your FOIA request has been denied in whole or in part, you may do one of the following at your 

option:  

 

(1) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel disclosure of the public records or 

information within 180 days after the governmental unit’s final determination to deny your 

request. If the circuit court orders disclosure of all or a portion of the public record or 

information, you have the right to receive reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements.  

If the circuit court determines that the governmental unit arbitrarily and capriciously denied 

your request, you also have the right to receive punitive damages in the amount of $500.00.  

Please see MCL 12.231 et seq. for further information on the Freedom of Information Act. 

(2) Submit to the City Manager a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and 

identifies the reason(s) for reversal of the denial.  Your appeal should be sent to City of Clare 

– City Manager, 202 West Fifth Street, Clare, MI 48617-1490. 

 

A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.  
 

 

Diane M. Lyon 

FOIA Coordinator & City Clerk  
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Diane Lyon

From: Jerry Becker <beckerj@clareco.net>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 2:42 PM
Subject: FW: CMDHD COVID-19 Update - March 22, 2021

 
 
Jerry Becker – PEM 
Director Clare County EMHSD 
225 West Main Street 
Harrison, Mi. 48625 
Office (989) 539-6161 
Fax (989) 539-6389 
Email: beckerj@clareco.net 
Website: www.clareco.net/emergency_services  
ON FACEBOOK AT: https://www.facebook.com/clare.emd  

 
 
From: Info [mailto:info@CMDHD.ORG]  
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 2:39 PM 
To: Info <info@CMDHD.ORG> 
Subject: CMDHD COVID-19 Update - March 22, 2021 
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
See below for important updates and resources related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
CMDHD COVID Vaccine Distribution Update 

We know that people in our communities are eager to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and our staff at CMDHD 
is quickly working to give shots to the priority groups as detailed by the CDC and the State of Michigan. We are 
currently working through 1B and 1C groups. Specific groups for these categories are listed below. 
 
We are continuing to vaccinate those in the following categories who might not have been vaccinated yet: 

 Healthcare workers 
 Persons ages 75 years or older 
 Prioritized frontline workers (Pre-K – 12 teachers, support staff, child care workers, first responders 

not covered above, corrections workers, workers in homeless shelters, workers in congregate child 
or adult protective services).  

 Individuals ages 65-74.  
 
CMDHD has recently opened vaccination slots for the following groups: 
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 Frontline essential workers (food and agricultural workers, critical manufacturing, public transit 
workers, grocery store workers, postal service workers, workers with unique skill sets) 

 Persons ages 50 and older 
 Persons 16 years and above with Underlying Medical Conditions or disabilities 

o Clinics for 16-17 year olds with underlying medical conditions are only being offered at 
select locations – please schedule this appointment separately from others in your 
household. 

 Caregivers of children with special needs 
 
We now have a self-scheduling link on our website at www.cmdhd.org. If you fall under the priority 
groups listed above, you may schedule an appointment. If appointment slots are full, please check 
back at a later time. We will add additional clinics as more vaccine becomes available. 
 
Please be patient as we continue with our vaccination efforts to vaccinate as many people as quickly as 
possible. If you are having trouble scheduling an appointment, please call 2-1-1. We encourage our community 
members to help their friends, family and neighbors who do not have internet access schedule an appointment 
through our website. We will be finishing up contacting those on our previous waiting lists with email addresses 
this week and will continue to reach out to those on our waiting lists without email.  
 
If you received your first dose from Central Michigan District Health Department and need to make a second 
dose appointment or cancel an appointment, please call our branch offices and press Option 2.  
 

MDHHS Updated Epidemic Orders 
On March 19, 2021, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) updated its Gatherings 
and Mask epidemic order, allowing up to 20% capacity in outdoor stadiums and arenas that establish infection 
control plans. The update also increases testing for youth ages 13-19 to ensure athletes can safely participate 
in sports. The changes are designed to balance day-to-day activities while controlling the spread of COVID-19 
and saving Michiganders’ lives. Although progress has been made, it is crucial that Michiganders continue to 
mask up and socially distance as we take steps to get back to normal. The changes to the Order go into 
effect Monday, March 22, and remain in effect through Monday, April 19.   
  
Gatherings at outdoor stadiums and arenas are increased to 20% of the venue’s capacity if the site:  

 Establishes an infection control plan that complies with the protocols included in MDHHS’s document 
entitled Enhanced Outdoor Stadium and Arena Guidance.  

 Posts the mitigation plan publicly.  
 Sends infection control plans to the local health department and MDHHS at least seven days before 

scheduled events.   
 Administers a testing program as specified in MDHHS’s Guidance for Athletics for all players.  

  
MDHHS had been closely monitoring three metrics for stabilization or declines over the past several 
weeks.  Michigan’s metrics have been increasing for the past few weeks. The presence of more infectious 
variants, such as the B 1.1.7 variant, threatens our progress in control of the epidemic and MDHHS will be 
monitoring data closely. In recent days:    

 Positivity rate: has increased for four weeks to 6.2%. This metric is up 177% from the mid-February low 
but remains below the December high of 19.4%.   

 Statewide case rate: This metric has increase over the past four weeks to 172.9 cases per million. The 
rate is up 77% from the low in mid-February but remains below peak of 737.8 cases per 
million on Saturday, Nov 14.  
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 Hospital capacity dedicated to COVID-19 is now at 4.9%. This metric peaked at 19.6% on Tuesday, 
Dec. 4 and is now up 25% from an end of February low.  

   
The Order also increases weekly testing for youth athletes ages 13-19 to safely participate in sports. More 
information on the program is available on the Michigan.gov/Coronavirus website.  
  
And, to ensure consistency with recently issued CDC guidance, fully vaccinated individuals may 
now participate in residential gatherings with other fully vaccinated individuals without wearing a mask.  
  
Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available 
at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus. To learn more about the COVID-19 vaccine, 
visit Michigan.gov/COVIDVaccine.    
 

Food Assistance Extended Through March 
On March 16, 2021, MDHHS announced that 350,000 Michigan families will continue to have access to 
additional food assistance benefits during March as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Michigan previously approved the additional food assistance beginning in March 2020 - and now that is being 
extended for March 2021 with approval from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service. 
 
Eligible clients will see additional food assistance benefits on their Bridge Card March 20 to 30. Additional 
benefits will be loaded onto Bridge Cards as a separate payment from the assistance that is provided earlier in 
the month. 
 
Nearly 1.3 million people in Michigan receive federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits through the state's Food Assistance Program. 
 
Households eligible for Food Assistance Program benefits will receive additional benefits in March to bring all 
current SNAP cases to the maximum monthly allowance for that group size. This change only applies to 
customers not currently receiving the maximum benefit amount. The 350,000 households that receive 
increased benefits represent close to 50 percent of the more than 707,000 Michigan households that received 
food assistance in January. The remaining households already receive the maximum benefit. 
 
Eligible families do not need to re-apply to receive the additional benefits. People who receive food assistance 
can check their benefits balance on their Michigan Bridge Card by going online 
to www.michigan.gov/MIBridges or calling a consumer service representative toll-free at 888-678-8914. 
They can ask questions about the additional benefits by calling or emailing their caseworker. 
 
Customer service is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Spanish and Arabic service is available. If 
you are deaf, deafblind, or hard of hearing or speech-impaired, call the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1. 
 

Updates & Reminders 
If you or someone you know needs meals, clothing, shelter, or other essential items connect with 211, your 
local non-emergency public service number. Call, text, or chat live with agents who are standing by 24/7 to 
direct you and your family members to local resources. 

 
Information around the COVID-19 outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest state and national information is 
available at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.   
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Click here for information on confirmed Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases in our jurisdiction. This information is 
updated weekly and includes age, sex, hospitalization, and cases by zip code. Details on our services as they 
gradually reopen to the public can be found by visiting our Special Hours | CMDHD webpage. 
 
For more information on these topics and others please visit our Facebook Page Central Michigan District 
Health Department - Home  or our website at www.cmdhd.org. 
 
Thank you for your interest in local public health and have healthy day!   
 
 
Your Local Health Department 
Central Michigan District Health Department Main Office 
2012 East Preston Avenue 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Phone: 989-773-5921, Option 6 
Email: info@cmdhd.org 
Visit our Website: www.cmdhd.org 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Friday, April 30, 2021 
Registration: 9:00AM for vehicles to line up 

Distribution: 10:30AM-12PM (or until food is distributed) 
Mid-Michigan Community College 

1375 S. Clare Ave. 
Harrison MI 48625 

USE THE MAIN ENTRANCE AND FOLLOW THE SIGNS 
 

Details: 
• Proof of Residency: Bring either a gov’t-issued ID or mail with your address 
• Stay in your vehicle for registration and food distribution 
• Food will be placed in your trunk/hatchback, so please make room 
• Restrooms will NOT be available 
• MASK’S or FACE COVERINGS MANDATORY. 
• If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, please stay home, and arrange for someone to bring your 

identification and a note allowing them to pick up food for you 
 
Who Can Participate: 

• Anyone in financial hardship in need of food, especially due to the pandemic 
• Senior citizens on fixed incomes 
• Families/individuals who have recently lost jobs  
• All Residents in Clare County 

 

For more info, call Greater Lansing Food Bank 
(517) 449-0360 

 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

FOR ALL CLARE COUNTY RESIDENTS 

 



 
TESTING  

AVAILABLE AT 
NO COST TO  

YOU

Available
COVID-19 Tests

Visit Michigan.gov/CoronavirusTest to learn more.

Testing is available to anyone:
• No pre-registration.
• No insurance needed.
• No prescription needed.
• No doctor’s order needed.

Alma Middle School
1700 Pine Ave.
Alma, MI 48801

Saturday, April 3, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Testing available at:

http://honumg.info/AlmaMS



FREE RAPID 
COVID TESTING 
WHEN 

Saturday, April 3, 2021 
10 am – 4 pm 

WHERE 

Clare-Gladwin Area School 
parking lot 
Clare-Gladwin RESD, 4041 E. Mannsiding Rd., Clare                         

(just east of intersection of Old 27 and Mannsiding Rd.) 

Rapid Antigen COVID-19 testing - especially for 

individuals returning to school from Spring Break: 

• Parents & Students  

• School Staff  

• Community Members 

 

Participants should pre-register at: 

http://honumg.info/ClareGladwinRESD  

or by scanning the QR Code below: 

  

 

OPEN TO ALL  
AGES, RAIN OR 
SHINE 

RESULTS ARE 
SENT 
To participant’s email 

address within 15 minutes 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION 
This will greatly speed up the 

testing process; those who 

are unable to complete the 

electronic form will be 

assisted in registering at the 

site on the day of testing. 

PROVIDE 
First and last name, email 

address & DOB 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
Please call CGRESD: 

989.386.3851 

 

 

 

 



 
TESTING  

AVAILABLE AT 
NO COST TO  

YOU

Available
COVID-19 Tests

Visit Michigan.gov/CoronavirusTest to learn more.

Testing is available to anyone:
• No pre-registration.
• No insurance needed.
• No prescription needed.
• No doctor’s order needed.

Roscommon High School
10600 Oakwood Dr. 

Roscommon, MI 48653
Monday, April 5, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Testing available at:

http://honumg.info/RoscommonHS



FREE RAPID 
C    VID-19 TESTING

Monday April 5, 2021 from 7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday April 7, 2021  from 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Bay-Arenac ISD, Educational Service Center
4228 2 Mile Road, Bay City, MI 48706

People traveling across Michigan, to other states, or to a vacation destination in another 

outbreaks within their households and the communities they visit, and reintroducing 
COVID-19 to their home communities when they return. The MDHHS is offering a two-time, 
free, on-site, staffed, rapid COVID-19 testing at Bay-Arenac ISD the week classes restart 
post-spring break. By increasing our testing we are able to identify and limit the impacts of 
potential outbreak upon returning from spring break vacations.

country over school breaks risk bringing COVID-19 home with them. This in turn may fuel 

COVID TESTING PRE-REGISTRATION

Please scan the enter the link below or scan the QR code on your mobile 

online form to fill out, sign electronically on your device, and submit.  
Completing this will greatly speed up the testing process. If you’re 

tent. Please provide your correct first name, last name, and date of birth 

address and you will need to validate your account by entering in your 
name (first and last) and date of birth. 
Thank you! 

device to begin your pre-registration process.  You’ll be taken to an 

unable to complete this, we will complete it with you at our registration 

as well as a valid email address. Your results will be sent to your email 

http://honumg.info/BayISD

Apple QR Instructions 
1. Open the Camera app from the Home screen, Control Center, 

              or Lock screen. 
2. Select the rear facing camera. Hold your device so that the QR code 

              
            

 appears in the viewfinder in the Camera app.  Your device 
  recognizes the QR code and shows a notification. 

3. Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code. 

Android QR Instructions 

1. Open your Camera app and point it steadily for 2-3 seconds 
             towards the QR Code you want to scan. 

2. Whenever scanning is enabled, a notification will appear. 
3. If nothing happens, you may have to go to your Settings app 

            and enable QR Code scanning. 
4. If QR Codes isn’t an option in your settings, your device

            
            
           

 unfortunately can’t scan QR Codes natively. But don’t worry, this          
 only means you’ll have to download a free third-party QR Code 
 reader app from the Google Play store. 

If you have any questions please contact Becky Smith at (989) 667-3201.



FEMA Advisory 

 March 24, 2021   1 

FEMA to Help Pay Funeral Costs for 
COVID-19-related Deaths 
In early April, FEMA will begin providing financial assistance for funeral expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 2020 for 
deaths related to coronavirus (COVID-19) to help ease some of the financial stress and burden caused by the 
pandemic. The policy was finalized today, and FEMA is now moving rapidly to implement this funeral assistance 
program nationwide. 

To be eligible for COVID-19 funeral assistance, the policy states: 

 The applicant must be a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national, or qualified alien who incurred funeral expenses 
after Jan. 20, 2020 for a death attributed to COVID-19.  

 If multiple individuals contributed toward funeral expenses, they should apply under a single application as 
applicant and co-applicant. FEMA will also consider documentation from other individuals not listed as the 
applicant and co-applicant who may have incurred funeral expenses as part of the registration for the 
deceased individual.   

 An applicant may apply for multiple deceased individuals.  

 The COVID-19-related death must have occurred in the United States, including the U.S. territories and the 
District of Columbia. 

 This assistance is limited to a maximum financial amount of $9,000 per funeral and a maximum of $35,500 
per application.    

 Funeral assistance is intended to assist with expenses for funeral services and interment or cremation.  

In the coming weeks, a dedicated 800 number will be established to help individuals who apply. In the meantime, 
potential applicants are encouraged to start gathering the following documentation: 

 An official death certificate that attributes the death to COVID-19 and shows that the death occurred in the 
U. S. The death certificate must indicate the death “may have been caused by” or “was likely the result of” 
COVID-19 or COVID-19 like symptoms. Similar phrases that indicate a high likelihood of COVID-19 are 
considered sufficient attribution. 

 Funeral expense documents (receipts, funeral home contract, etc.) that include the applicant’s name, the 
deceased individual’s name, the amount of funeral expenses, and the dates the funeral expenses were 
incurred. 



FEMA to Help Pay Funeral Costs for COVID-19-related Deaths  

Learn more at fema.gov March 24, 2021    2 

 Proof of funds received from other sources specifically for use toward funeral costs. Funeral assistance may 
not duplicate benefits received from burial or funeral insurance, financial assistance received 
from voluntary agencies, federal/state/local/tribal/territorial government programs or agencies, or other 
sources. 

More information regarding this assistance can be found at COVID-19 Funeral Assistance | FEMA.gov 

Contact Us 
If you have any questions, please contact FEMA Office of External Affairs:  

 Congressional Affairs at (202) 646-4500 or at FEMA-Congressional-Affairs@fema.dhs.gov   

 Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov 

 Tribal Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-Tribal@fema.dhs.gov  

 Private Sector Engagement at nbeoc@max.gov 

Follow Us 
Follow FEMA on social media at: FEMA Blog on fema.gov, @FEMA or @FEMAEspanol on Twitter, FEMA or FEMA 
Espanol on Facebook, @FEMA on Instagram, and via FEMA YouTube channel. 

Also, follow Acting Administrator Bob Fenton on Twitter @FEMA_Fenton. 

FEMA Mission 
Helping people before, during, and after disasters. 

 



FEMA Advisory 

 March 25, 2021   1 

FEMA Announces Cost Share Adjustments 
for all 58 Major Disaster Declarations for 
COVID-19 Recovery  
FEMA announced that President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. made additional disaster assistance available for all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, five territories and two tribes. 

On Feb. 2 ,2021 the President authorized an increase in the level of federal funds for all major disaster declarations 
that occurred in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID-19. Specifically, the President’s directive allows FEMA to amend the 
disaster declarations to pay 100% federal funding for the costs of activities that have been determined as eligible 
expenses.  

The increase provides federal funds for emergency protective measures, including direct federal assistance under 
the Public Assistance program, at 100% of total eligible costs for work performed from Jan. 20, 2020 through Sept. 
30, 2021.  

Previously, federal funding was made available to each state, the District of Columbia, five territories (American 
Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and two 
tribes (Seminole Tribe of Florida, and the Navajo Nation) at 75% of the total eligible costs.          

Contact Us 
If you have any questions, please contact FEMA Office of External Affairs:  

 Congressional Affairs at (202) 646-4500 or at FEMA-Congressional-Affairs@fema.dhs.gov   

 Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov 

 Tribal Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-Tribal@fema.dhs.gov  

 Private Sector Engagement at nbeoc@max.gov 

Follow Us 
Follow FEMA on social media at: FEMA Blog on fema.gov, @FEMA or @FEMAEspanol on Twitter, FEMA or FEMA 
Espanol on Facebook, @FEMA on Instagram, and via FEMA YouTube channel. 

Also, follow Acting Administrator Bob Fenton on Twitter @FEMA_Fenton. 














